Pathways to
Professionalism

By Connie Hartig
Owner, Hartig Real Estate & Loan, LLC
and WBON President

As women business
owners, we all
follow our business
plan. We watch our
& budgets and mar-
W ket our product or

skills. As business
owners, we also become leaders in
our field, in our community , and in
the organizations that are important
to us personally and professionally.

In my positions as realtor and mort-
gage broker, | have a strict Code of
Ethics and a Code of Conduct to
guide my business decisions with
clients and the public. One of the
community organizations that |
belong to is the Rotary Club, which
requires a four-way test of the things
we think, say, or do. | love what it
stands for—I have even asked my
grandchildren to follow this simple test.
I hope you enjoy it as much as | do.

Rotary International

The Four-Way Test
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all con-
cerned?

We all benefit from relationships with
business owners, friends, and associ-
ates who have ethics, a code of
conduct, respect for others, and follow
a simple four-way test. As we enter the
holiday season of joy and thanksgiving,
make this a goal for your business
throughout the coming year!

Serving the needs of women business
owners in southeast Nebraska

December 2007

Visit us on the web at www.wbon.us

WBON in December

Giving Back:
Charit able Based Involvement

Wednesday, December 19, 2007
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
(Reservations required by noon,

The Knolls
2201 Old Cheney Road, Lincoln

$15 for Members & 1st-time Guests; $20 for Non-members
Add $5 for late or no reservations.
(No-shows will be billed)

Friday, December 14)

WBON member Tammy Eagle Bull of Encompass Archi-
tects and her sister organize a gift drive each year for their
home town of Porcupine, South Dakota, on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. The effort not only benefits the recipients
of their community , it allows the sisters to give back.

You'll learn:

» The history behind the gift drive

* Who the drive serves

« How Tammy utilizes her business to benefit the gift driv e
* How the gift drive positively affects her business goals

Tammy will also be collecting clean used and new children’s
and adult clothing donations for the driv e. Also appreciated

are new unwrapped toys for all aged children.
A

n{

For reservations or information, call the WBON hotline at
402-434-7926 or register on-line at www .wbon.us by noon

on Friday, December 14 (no-shows will be billed).
« Bring another woman business owner as a guest!
* Bring your business cards for networking!

« All southeastern Nebraska women business owners are welcome!
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History tells us that the 13th day of the month is
unlucky, but Mary W illiamson and her committee
have proven it wrong with our 6th Annual WBON
On Display event at the HiMark Clubhouse on
Tuesday, November 13. Forty-four venders dis-
played their goods and services for the enrichment
and enjoyment of a crowd of shoppers, including
our four generous sponsor businesses: Five Wil-
lows with Mony a DeBoer, TierOne Bank with
Stephanie Vogel, Assurity Life with Jan Zoucha,
and our own Gail Perry’s Baylor Evnen Law. A big
THANK YOU to these companies for their support
of woman-owned businesses.

Wow, did | have a great time! | got a mini-massage
from Yoga Life & Health, bought a pre-wrapped
kitty gift from Jennifer at A Pause for Paws, ogled
beautiful patent leather purses at Beijo Bags. (Be
sure to ask Past Prez Gail for a glimpse of her new
fire-red briefcase!) Heidi Pospisal of the Czech
Cottage featured beautiful Czech hand-blown glass
and genuine garnet jewelry, but sold me on a
charming illustrated children’ s book of Bible stories
circa 1940s. Maxine Steffen of Flagworks helped
me upgrade my faded, fraying flag and told a
wonderful story about her in-line skating adven-
ture, which delayed me long enough to find a

WBON On Display

By Nanci Francis, Alter Ego

dozen cute knitted gift-card mittens for the
grandkids’ presents.

| learned about four different bed and breakfast
homes within an hour of Lincoln, none of which

I'd ever heard about before, but all showing a
beautiful array of photos, scenery, embroidered
bath robes, and logo-emblazoned coffee cups. Our
own Shari Hadley of Hadley Family Dentistry was
showered with birthday greetings, prompted by
her kids’ notice with photos in the Celebrate!
section of the newspaper. R.U.Nuts owner Char-
lotte Ralston helped me order gift baskets for
friends, Tastefully Simple owner Theresa Pickering
and Xango dealer Nancy Intermill fed me more
goodies with an eye towards healthful eating.

Monya DeBoer (left) of Five Willows presents a $250 spa package

gift certificate to the Grand Prize winn€fricia Lautenbach.

Door prizes were awarded throughout the evening,
managed by Paula Fehringer, Glenda Hinz, and
Rachel Taylor, with each gift announced by its
donor. At 9:00 p.m. the Grand Prize, a $250 spa
package from Five Willows, w as won by Tricia
Lautenbach. As the evening wound down, | offered

a big Thank You and Congratulations to Mary
Williamson and her committee (Paula Fehringer and
Connie Hartig) for all their hard work and a very
successful event. (Photos by Rachel Taylor)
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Januar y Wor k shop

Building Your Business:
Tools for Creating a Competitive Edge

Mark your calendar now for our January 16 afternoon workshop (3:00-6:00 pm) at Hillcrest Country
Club, filled with innovative ideas for women business owners, from the entrepreneur to the experi-
enced. You will hav e the opportunity to choose tw o workshops presented by experienced business
people who will share their knowledge on which tools to place in YOUR tool belt. Hors d’oeuvres and
beverages will be served throughout the afternoon.

Cost: $35 for WBON Members; $50 for Non-members

SESSION ONE (choose one): SESSION TWO (choose one):

You Can Bank on It: Accessing Capital for Hiring Superstar T alent — Carol Schacht, Senior

Expansion — Mary Gerdes, President, Commu- Consultant, Talent Plus

nity Bank of Lincoln Carol speaks to major companies around the world
Great idea?Outgowing your space?ight on about strategies for capitalizing on talent through

cash? Mary will share the basics of what's requiredinconventional assessment tools. She’ll share those

to apply for a business loan, what's at risk, and  secrets with us and how they can apply to a small

how to position yourself for success. business as well.
Be a Brand Leader: Distinguishing Y ourself Recognize Your Strengths, Manage Your Time,
from the Competition — Eric Dinger, Dinger & Enhance Your Performance - Gina Larson, Fall
Associates River Consultants
What's the secret about your business that the To fully integrate time management into one’s
world needs to know?ake away ideasdm a daily routine, a deeper understanding of one’s
professional to give your marketing plan a boost strengths is needed. Working from this point
for the new year forward can assist participants in applying time

management skills to improve performance.

Welcome, New Members!

Upcoming Ev ents

January 16 (Wed.), 2008 , 3:00-6:00 pm Maxine Steffen
Building Y our Business: Tools for Creating Flagworks
a Competitive Edge Ann W ooledge
See article above for topics and presenters. Wingsets Aromatherapy

Hillcrest Country Club, 9401 O Street, Lincoln

February 20 (Wed.), 2008 , 11:30 am-1:00 pm

Excdlen ce, Success and Fulfillment

Can you readily identify your unique strength ang
how it drives your passion? Join us for an interac-
tive experience in discovering your excellence
which leads to your success and bring fulfillment
to all you do.

Presenter: Gina Larson, Fall River Consultants

The Knolls, 2201 Old Cheney Road, Lincoln

Birthdays

this
{ifonth

December 15 Glenda Hinz

WBON - December 2007 Page 3



2007/2008 Board

PresidentConnie Hartig ................ 228-3041
Vice PesidentPhyllis W ebb ........... 327-9998
Secetary, Mari Lane Gewecke ..... 423-8871
Treasuer, Dawn Liphard t................ 416-5906
VP MembershipJennifer Haralson .... 420-7387
ProgrammingKathy Koch ............. 434-2442
CommunicationsPaula Fehringer ... 797-7782
Past PresideniGail Perry ............... 475-1075

WBON Mission Statement

It is the mission of the Women Business
Owners Network to provide a positive,
supportive environment, relevant
programming, and networking opportu-
nities to women business owners. W\
strive for a core membership of women
who contribute their interests and
perspectives to programs that promote
professional and personal effectiveness,
as well as the development of personal
relationships.

Elizabeth
Nelson

Who can join W omen

Business Owners Network?

WBON is intended for
women who are sole
proprietors, partners, and
corporate owners with
day-to-day management
responsibility . Sustaining
memberships are available
to individuals who sup-
port the objectives of
WBON.

Annual Dues

First-year dues: $120 (pro-
rated at $10/month to the
start of our annual y ear,
September 1); plus a $25
entrance fee = $145 total.

Renewal dues

$120 per year, September 1-
August 31. Renewals are
due September 1.

Send your dues to:
WBON

P.O. Box 85323

Lincoln, NE 68501-5323

To encourage guests to try out
WBON, and to make it less expensive
for members to bring a guest, we

have lowered the meeting fee for
first-time guests. First-time guests can
attend one meeting at the member

rate of $15.* Non-members can attend
two additional meetings at the non-
member rate of $20. After attending
three meetings, nonmembers are
encouraged to become members. If
they wish to continue to attend
meetings as nonmembers, they may
do so at a rate of $30 per meeting Past
WBON members are welcome to attend
at the $30 rate, and can deduct $15 from
the membership fee if they renew their
membership by the close of the meeting.
(*Add $5 to all prices for late or no reserva-
tions.)

Members, please let your guests know
our policy.

Newsletter Policy

All guests are added to the WBON
prospect mailing list. Individuals on
this list will receive our mailings for a
year. Their names will be removed if
they do not become a member during
that time.

Visit the WBON website:

www.wbon.us

developed and maintained by blueship.com
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